Mesenterical lymphangiomatosis causing volvulus and intestinal obstruction.
Lymphangiomas are benign tumors consisting of lymphatic vasculature that generally occur in the skin and soft tissues. Rarely, lymphangiomas occur in the gastrointestinal tract. Here, we report a case of a 13-year-old girl presenting with an intestinal obstruction. Upon laparotomy, multiple cystic masses in the mesentery causing a volvulus were resected and histologically identified as multiple lymphangiomas, or lymphangiomatosis. Mesenteric lymphangioma is a rare entity, but should be considered as cause of bowel obstruction without other known abdominal disease. As the etiology of lymphangiomas remains elusive, further research is directed at unravelling the mechanistic and molecular factors contributing to this disease.